
COMMISSIONER WORK SESSION OF APRIL 30, 2018 

 

The Work Session of April 30, 2018 was called to order at 6:31 p.m. and the open public 

notice announcement was read by the Borough Administrator.  In attendance were 

Mayor Rochford, Commissioner Kasko, Commissioner Moscatelli, and the Borough 

Administrator, Borough Solicitor and Borough Clerk. 

 

The Administrator opened the public comment period of the meeting.   

 

Angela Melzi, Maple Avenue, stated that she does not want any work done on Maple 

Court until the water issue has been corrected.  Additionally, she does not want her tax 

dollars spent on the HERD lawsuit regarding Bancroft until this water debacle has been 

corrected.  She stated that she cannot sell her property without full disclosure because 

of water issues.  Therefore, she does not want work done on her street until it can be 

proven that she will not have continuing issues.  This is outrageous.  She wants her yard 

cleaned up and she wants the water issues corrected.  Additionally, she stated that she 

cannot purchase the lateral insurance protection through New Jersey American Water 

(NJAW) because of the root issues from a borough tree, and pointed out that the tree 

has ruined the plumbing at her house.  The tree has been there since her father was alive, 

but she wants the tree taken down.  Commissioner Moscatelli noted that only the Shade 

Tree Commission (STC) has the authority to remove the tree, and they will only do so due 

to disease and other similar issues.  Ms. Melzi then asked Commissioner Moscatelli to talk 

to the STC on her behalf regarding this tree and pointed out that NJ homeowner 

insurance companies can dump up to 2% of their customers if there are issues with trees.  

The roots for this tree are so high that people trip and she cannot mow the yard because 

of the roots.  Commissioner Moscatelli said he would refer this to the STC.  The Borough 

Solicitor commented on who could be held liable if there was an issue.  Liability of such 

issues was discussed between Ms. Melzi, the Solicitor and the Commissioners.  

Commissioner Moscatelli then pointed out that there is nothing wrong with the tree and 

the STC takes the approach that nothing should be done.  Mayor Rochford asked if the 

courts could compel the Borough to take the tree down.   Commissioner Moscatelli 

stated that he did not have the authority to tell the STC to take down a healthy tree.  

 

Ms. Melzi then said that something needs to be done about the water issues.  

Commissioner Moscatelli replied that we expect to improve the water with this proposed 

work.  He further noted that there had been a lot of time investigating other solutions, but 

the residents did not let us have that work done.  Ms. Melzi stated that she has to get the 

footings replaced at her home because of the water, which is the borough’s fault.  After 

further discussions between Commissioner Moscatelli and Ms. Melzi, the Borough Solicitor 

reviewed who could be held responsible and explained that it is difficult to answer.  Ms. 

Melzi finished by stating that there are ways to manage stormwater and she has proof 

that this area did not have water issues when the place was originally bought.   

 

Ms. Melzi then left the meeting at 7:00 p.m. 

 



Commissioner Moscatelli then reviewed a recent meeting with the Board of Education 

(BOE) regarding the land swap proposal between them and the Borough.  He noted that 

all of the points brought up will be reviewed by Administrator with Green Acres, who 

indicated that she should have answers from them by the following day.  She then 

reviewed the items that she would go over with Green Acres.  The Solicitor stated that 

the Redevelopment Plan could be amended to restrict the use on that portion of the 

property.  Commissioner Moscatelli asked how long the Plan would stay in effect, to 

which the Solicitor replied that this designation is permanent.  The Solicitor also noted that 

there is only one item left open at this point, which is the restriction about field lights.  

Commissioner Moscatelli stated that this is a big issue for him.  The Solicitor noted that the 

BOE would not even need to go before the PB if they decided to put field lights up.  

Commissioner Moscatelli further stated that he would pull his support on the 

purchase/swap based on the installation of field lighting; it is that much of a big deal to 

him.  The need for the BOE to have a referendum question on a ballot regarding the land 

swap/purchase proposal was reviewed.  The Administrator indicated that she believed 

that Green Acres would be willing to hold off if needed.  It was pointed out that should 

the agreement with the BOE fall through, then the Borough would use the Green Acres 

funds for the purchase of the Hopkins Lane side of the property.  Commissioner Kasko 

asked if the BOE would then be able to lease that portion from the Borough.  The Solicitor 

noted that there are statutes that govern such things.  After Commissioner Kasko 

expressed concerns about Green Acres saying no to any delays, the Administrator 

replied that this is one of the things she would have to discuss with them. 

  

There were no questions regarding the May 8, 2018 Commissioner Meeting agenda. 

 

A report on the Partnership for Haddonfield, LLC (PfH) was provided by Commissioner 

Kasko.  He noted that they will be holding a Spring Fling at Brandywine Living facility on 

Thursday, May 2nd from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.  Additionally the upcoming Night Market 

and Rotary Concert was discussed.  The Administrator advised that conversations should 

be had with both the Police and Fire Departments to deal with safety during the event. 

 

The Commissioners were advised that Tre Familia has switched the winery for whom they 

sell wines at a Winery Outlet within their facility. 

 

The Administrator reviewed a summer schedule for the group Tinkergarten, which uses a 

small portion of Crows Woods and Wheeler Park for educational classes for young 

children.  The Commissioners agreed to this schedule. 

 

Various items from the Bancroft property were reviewed by the Administrator as items 

that could be utilized in other areas throughout town; i.e. gazebo, picnic tables, etc.  The 

Commissioners agreed to these uses. 



 

The Commissioners then briefly discussed the passing of a Charity Contribution Bill by the 

State Legislature.  The Administrator advised that this would only be for the Borough’s 

portion of taxes and not the County or the BOE.  Additionally, the rules and regulations 

would have to be written before anything could be set in motion on the Borough’s part.  

The Commissioner decided not to move forward at this time. 

 

The May 2nd Public Meeting by 2 Hopkins Lane, LLC was discussed.  Commissioner 

Moscatelli stated that he would be facilitating the meeting.  The Administrator advised 

the other two Commissioners that if they attended the meeting that they should not 

comment or allow themselves to be drawn into the discussions as this could cause issues 

with the Open Public Meetings Act. 

 

Mayor Rochford made a motion to go into closed session at 7:34 p.m. to discuss litigation 

on the HERD lawsuit, personnel matters, as well as the Builder’s lawsuit regarding our 

stormwater requirements.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Moscatelli, and 

was then approved unanimously. 

 

The Commissioners returned from closed session at 8:20 p.m., where the motion had also 

been to adjourn the meeting. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Deanna Bennett, RMC 

Borough Clerk 

 


